Connecting Law and memory
workshop
Dr. Christoph Spieker, Memorial Villa ten Hompel
Miinster / Germany



The aspect of ,human autonomy” in
historical learning



1. the place

aiser-Wilhelm-Ring 28, Munster, Germany
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2. the exhibition

istory - Violence - Conscience
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3. the office (1940-1944)

Befehlshaber der Ordnungspolizei (BdO)
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4. the place of the BdO in the police hierarchy
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5. the ,key’ topic

Children draw murders
Children also experienced horrific acts:
the Dutch newspaper De Waarheid printed drawings

from Polish Children in 1946 showing mass shogctings

by the police.

Newspaper: ,De Waarheid®, 2.9.1946

Christoph Spieker, Memorial Villa ten
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6. The idea of autonomy

,rhe only true force against the principle of Auschwitz would
be autonomy, (...) the force for reflection, self-
determination, the will to refuse participation” (Adorno)

 Human autonomy means that somebody, if he has the choice,
takes the option to act based on human values



7. Historical learning
with Police in the exhibition
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Getting in touch with the history of their own profession

2. Being confronted with the narration of our exhibition which
is showing the police as a ,big’ perpetraitor’

3. Facing some situations and cases of deviant behavior
Discussing the relevance
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7.1 getting in touch
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7.2 selecting items by ,yellow flags”

62 Prozent der Holocaustc
starben unter Mitwirkung

n inr ‘oe_x Einzel- und Massenerschief3ungej
M inr in die Vernichtungslager deporti
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Ungeachtet aller Einwénde flihrte Lankenaus Verfahren
Ende 1949 zu seiner Entlastung - kein Einzelfall: Je
mehr Zeit verging, desto milder fielen die Urteile aus

Villa ten Hompel
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7.3.1 defining the frame: permission to execute

ol 8 w7
Der Chef der Ordnungspolisei. Berlin, den 7.September 9.

Christoph Spieker, Memorial Villa ten
Hompel
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7.3.2 expected action and attitude
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7.3.3 applauding certificate

1. Kompanie Res.Pol.-Batl.61. Bochum, den 12. Februar 1841, %

Beurt e i l-un g :

iiber den Pol.-Wachtmeister d. Res. Emi Becker

Pol.—Wachtmeister . Res. Emil Beckex gehﬁrteder 1. Kom
panie, Res. Pol.—Batl. 61, vom .6; 9.1939 bis 12,2;&941 an,

Wahrend dieser Zéit fand er im Truppendienst und: zuletat.
im Innendienst (Bekleidungs- und Waffenkammer) Vérwenaung. Er ist
geistig durchschnlttllch und korperlich unterdurchschnittlich in~
folge seines Alters veranlagt. Dienstfreudigkeit und Gewissenhat-
tigkeit zeichnen ihn aus.

Obwohl dem Becker wegen. _seiner: koxperlichen Beschaffeﬁa
heit der Dienst schwer gefallen ist, hat er immer ausreichende
Leistungen in der Waffenausbildung; Gelsndedusbildung und Kdrper-
schulung gezeigt. Im Waffen- und Polizeiunterricht sind seine

Kenntnisse befriedigend.

Becker hat vom 11.9.1939 bis zur Ablésung des Bataillons
(6.6.40.) am Einsatz in Polen teilgenommen, Er war an Evakuierungen

,‘und‘an Transporten evakuierter Polen in das Generalgouvernément,

bei GroBaktionen gegen Verbrechnr bei Durchsucbungsaktionen und
Exekutionen eingesetzt. Hierbei hat er sich immexr bewahrt und ‘das
in ihn gesetzte Vertrauen mit treuer Pflichterfullung gerecht—
fertigt. o

Becker ist ein stiller, bescheideneqhnd zuverlissiger
Mann von anstindiger nationalsozialistischer Gesinnung und gutem
kameradschaftlichen Verhalten, ) '

Verhalten in und auBer Dienst sehr gut.
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7.3.4 Deviance-Case 1

22. April 1943: Story about a Jew, who had been hiding in Belgium.

In Mechelen he jumped from a train and was smuggled across the
border. In a tavern he was controlled by a military policeman.

“Do you have papers, no?
Then you have to come with me ... “

On the way to the barracks asked the officer:
"Are you a Jew ?” " Yes," replied the Jew.

“So get away . | did not see you.”

Mirjam Bolle: "Ich weil3, dieser Brief wird dich nie erreichen". Tagebuchbriefe aus Amsterdam, Westerbork und
Bergen-Belsen. Berlin 2006, S. 125 [Erstveroffentlichung Amsterdam 2003] Mit einer Einleitung von Johannes
Houwink ten Cate.



/7.3.5 Deviance-Case 2

 “We were assembled, got orders and then we had to
shoot. And shooting — that’s a thing on its own. For
me — it was terrible. [the interviewed starts to cry] It
was terrible for me. Suddenly | was supposed to
shoot humans. You are standing in front of a person —
| couldn’t, | didn’t (did?) — and | put down my gun.
’Captain, don’t be mad at me | don’t have my
shooting glasses. | can’t aim, l...l...shooting at a
person..., no glasses. Not working.” [swallows] ‘Go
away’ — that’s how | talked myself out at the hearing
in Essen and everywhere where | was. | said, ... am...|
did NOT shoot. | couldn’t do it. And they found me
not guilty.”



/.3.6 Deviance-Case 3

 Report about a statement of policeman Pelz:

* The Jews who were waiting for their execution got
guarded in one near located pine forest. An escape was
impossible for the Jews because they were controlled
by two squads. Approximitly 100-200 people got killed
in this way. Under the command of constable Krey (+)
he had to straighten the dead bodies of women and
children with a bar as they were lying criss-crossing and
fallen above each other. This was necessary because
the proposed pit was too small for all the corps of the
victims. He was attached to this gruesome work
because earlier he had refused to shoot on the women
and children.



To participate?

N pres—

Tradition, culture, heritage ...

N\

orders, expectations

honour or punishment ... .. personality,
individuality

ambition ...

"

... cop culture,
group support or bullying ...

... personal gains of power, Human
material incentive ... . Autonomy ?
conformism
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/.4 ... SUll The samer
Discussionpoints from the policeside

the practice of expelling unwanted people out of the
citycenter

Labelling approach is still reality

To be under time-pressure

Excercing with heavy arms comes up more and more
military and police units and strategies getting mixed up



7.5 ... a question of conscience?

Would you
admit an
offender to
remorse
his sins?

04.10.2016 Christoph Spieker, Memorial Villa ten
Hompel
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In any case:

 Democracy needs a permanent exercise in
[human] autonomy!

Pauen/Welzer: Dialetik of autonomy, 2016



