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1. the place 

Kaiser-Wilhelm-Ring 28, Münster, Germany  
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momument 

permanent exhibition 

Historical education 

Research and collection 



2. the exhibition 
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History - Violence - Conscience 

See the flyer 



3. the office (1940-1944) 

Befehlshaber der Ordnungspolizei (BdO) 
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4. the place of the BdO in the police hierarchy 
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Daluege Heydrich 



5. the ‚key‘ topic 
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6. The idea of autonomy 

 

„The only true force against the principle of Auschwitz would 
be autonomy , (…) the force for reflection , self- 
determination , the will to refuse participation“ (Adorno) 

 

• Human autonomy means that somebody, if he has the choice, 
takes the option to act based on human values 
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7. Historical learning  
with Police in the exhibition 

1. Getting in touch with the history of their  own profession 

2. Being confronted with the narration of our exhibition which 
is showing the police as a ‚big‘ perpetraitor‘ 

3. Facing some situations and cases of deviant behavior 

4. Discussing the relevance 
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7.1 getting in touch 
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7.2 selecting items by „yellow flags“ 
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7.3.1 defining the frame: permission to execute 
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Chef der Ordnungspolizei Daluege Berlin,  
Vermerk vom 7. September 1939:  

 

 Chef of the Order police  Berlin, September, 7th 1939 
Notice 
  
The Reichsführer SS had telephonically ordered, that executions in 
the occupied territory are to be carried out by the police, not by the 
army. 
A corresponding order is to be clear up with the OKH (armed forces 
higher command). 
Signed Daluege 
F.d.R. (Certified correct) Becker 
Official seal of  
The Reichsführer SS and Chief of the German Police in the Ministry 
of Interior, Chief of the Order police 

proved 
Becker 

 



7.3.2 expected action and attitude 

04.10.2016 
Christoph Spieker, Memorial Villa ten 

Hompel 
17 



7.3.3 applauding certificate 
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7.3.4 Deviance-Case 1 

22. April 1943: Story about a Jew, who had been hiding in Belgium.  
In Mechelen he jumped from a train and was smuggled across the 
border. In a tavern he was controlled by a military policeman.  
 

“Do you have papers, no?  
  Then you have to come with me ... “  
  On the way to the barracks asked the officer: 
"Are you a Jew ?” " Yes," replied the Jew.  
“So get away . I did not see you.“ 
 
 
Mirjam Bolle: "Ich weiß, dieser Brief wird dich nie erreichen". Tagebuchbriefe aus Amsterdam, Westerbork und 
Bergen-Belsen. Berlin 2006, S. 125 [Erstveröffentlichung Amsterdam 2003] Mit einer Einleitung von Johannes 
Houwink ten Cate. 
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7.3.5 Deviance-Case 2  

• “We were assembled, got orders and then we had to    
shoot. And shooting – that’s a thing on its own. For 
me – it was terrible. [the interviewed starts to cry] It 
was terrible for me. Suddenly I was supposed to 
shoot humans. You are standing in front of a person – 
I couldn’t, I didn’t (did?) – and I put down my gun. 
’Captain, don’t be mad at me I don’t have my 
shooting glasses. I can’t aim, I...I...shooting at a 
person..., no glasses. Not working.’ [swallows] ‘Go 
away’ – that’s how I talked myself out at the hearing 
in Essen and everywhere where I was. I said, ...I am...I 
did NOT shoot. I couldn’t do it. And they found me 
not guilty.” 
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7.3.6 Deviance-Case 3 

• Report about a statement  of policeman Pelz: 
• The Jews who were waiting for their execution got 

guarded in one near located pine forest. An escape was 
impossible for the Jews because they were controlled 
by two squads. Approximitly 100-200 people got killed 
in this way. Under the command of constable Krey (+) 
he had to straighten the dead bodies of women and 
children with a bar as they were lying criss-crossing and 
fallen above each other. This was necessary because 
the proposed pit was too small for all the corps of the 
victims. He was attached to this gruesome work 
because earlier he had refused to shoot on the women 
and children. 
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To participate? 
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Tradition, culture, heritage … 

orders,  expectations 
honour or punishment … 

… cop culture,  
group support or bullying … 

… personal gains of power, 
material incentive … 

conformism 

autonomy 

… personality, 
individuality 
ambition … 

Human 
Autonomy ? 

barbi yar.jpg


7.4 … still the same? 
Discussionpoints from the policeside 

• the practice of expelling unwanted people out of the 
citycenter 

• Labelling approach is still reality 

• To be under time-pressure 

• Excercing with heavy arms comes up more and more 

• military and police units and strategies getting mixed up 

• … 
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7.5 … a question of  conscience? 
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Would you 
admit an 
offender to  
remorse 
his sins? 



In any case: 

 

• Democracy needs a permanent exercise in 
[human] autonomy! 

    Pauen/Welzer: Dialetik of autonomy, 2016 
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